In the title compound, [Eu 2 (C 14 H 10 N 2 O 6 S 2 )(H 2 O) 14 ](C 14 H 10 -N 2 O 6 S 2 ) 2 Á10H 2 O, the complete bimetallic cation is generated by crystallographic inversion symmetry. The Eu atom adopts a distorted dodecahedral coordination arising from one Obonded 2,2 0 -azinodibenzenesulfonate ligand and seven water molecules. In the crystal structure, the components are linked by multiple O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds. Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). (Zhang, et al., 2007; Yang, et al., 2006; Guo, et al., 2008) . As part of our studies in this area, we now report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
Related literature
The Eu(III) center is eight-coordinate with seven O donors of H 2 O and one O donor of 2-formyl-benzenesulfonate-hydrazine, and adopts triangluar dodecahedral coordination. It is interesting that one ligand coordinates to Eu(III), however, the other ligand was free as anion. The bond distances of Eu-O are in the range of 2.314 (3) Å to 2.389 (3) Å. In the crystal packing, molecules form a three-dimensional network structure linked by multiple O-H···O and O-H···N hydrogen bonds.
Experimental
A solution of 1.0 mmol 2-formyl-benzenesulfonate-hydrazine and 1.0 mmol NaOH in 5 ml 95% ethanol was added to a solution of 0.5 mmol Eu(NO 3 ) 3 .6H 2 O in 5 ml ethanol at room temperature. The mixture was refluxed for 4 h with stirring, then the resulting precipitate was filtered, washed, and dried in vacuo over P 4 O 10 for 48 h. Colourless blocks of (I) were obtained by slowly evaporating from methanol at room temperature.
Refinement
The water H atoms were located in a difference map and refined as riding in their as-found relative positions with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (O). This has led to some short intermolecular H···H contacts and the location of these H atoms should be regarded as less certain. The other H atoms were placed geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). 
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